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June 17, 1891* 


The Superintendent, U* S* Mint, 

i 

Philadelphia, Pa* 

Sir: 

Replying to your letter of yesterday, relative to closing the 

mint on Saturdays at 12 o' clock M from June 15th to September 15th, 

I would say that the state law has no application* The section* of 

the regulations to which you refer has reference only to days which 

are by state laws legal holidays, and not to any portions of days. 

It has been repeatedly held by the Department that state laws do 

not govern federa3 institutions, but that when the entire day is 

by state law a hoi iday t f ede ral ins t i tLit ions, when no t detriment™ 

to the interests of the Government, sMl 1 be closed on such days, 

and the mint re gal at ion is in confo rrni t y wi th t hi s gen e ral rul i ng. 

However, as you seam to think it desirable, I am not disposed 

* 

to overrule you in the matter,-but you will please understand that 

* 

I do not consider that a state lav/' has anything to do with the sub- 
3 ect • 

You are, therefore, authorised to close the mint on Saturdays 

+ * 

■ 

at 12 o’clock M, from June 15th to September . 

* 1 / ; . • • • 1 • . 1 * .y - , . • . * ... . ' - . 

I would insist, however, that the workmen shall work up to 
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the hour of noon on such days, and not make their preparations to 
leave a half hour previous as is usual the case in Government in¬ 


stitutions* 



Very respec tf ully, 
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[Abstract:] Authority to close the Mint at 12 o’clock on Saturdays. 

Treasury Department, 

Bureau of the Mint, 

Washington, D.C. 

June 17, 1891 

The Superintendent, U.S. Mint, 

Philadelphia, Pa. 

Sir: 


Replying to your letter of yesterday, relative to closing the mint on Saturdays at 12 
o’clock M from June 15th to September 15th, I would say that the state law has no application. 
The section of the regulations to which you refer has reference only to days which are by state 
laws legal holidays, and not to any portions of days. It has been repeatedly held by the 
Department that state laws do not govern federal institutions, but that when the entire day is by 
state law a holiday, federal institutions, when not detrimental to the interests of the Government, 
shall be closed on such days, and the mint regulation is in conformity with this general ruling. 

However, as you seem to think it desirable, I am not disposed to overrule you in the 
matter, but you will please understand that I do not consider that a state law has anything to do 
with the subject. 

You are, therefore, authorized to close the mint on Saturdays at 12 o’clock M. from June 
15th to September. 

I would insist, however, that the workmen shall work up to the hour of noon on such 
days, and not make their preparations to leave a half hour previous as is usual the case in 
Government in situations. 

Very respectfully, 

E.O. Leech 

Director. 



